
Connecting with people through authentic interactions that satisfy not 
only their practical needs but also their emotional wants. 

Light-Equip-Guide-Empower 

1. Children should live in safe and permanent
homes.

2. The needs and best interests of children
should be the primary consideration of any
family court.

3. All persons, whether children or adults,
should be treated with objectivity, sensitivity,
dignity and respect.

4. Cases involving inter-related family law
issues should be consolidated or coordinated
to maximize use of court resources to avoid
conflicting decisions and to minimize
inconvenience to the families.

5. Therapeutic justice should be a key part of
the family court process. Therapeutic justice
is a process that attempts to address the
family’s interrelated legal and non-legal
problems to produce a result that improves
the family's functioning. The process should
empower families through skills development,
assist them to resolve their own disputes,
provide access to appropriate services, and
offer a variety of dispute resolution forums
where the family can resolve problems
without additional emotional trauma.

6. Whenever possible, parties and their
attorneys should be empowered to select
processes for addressing issues in their cases
that are compatible with the family's needs,
financial circumstances, and legal
requirements.

7. The court is responsible for managing its cases
with due consideration of the needs of the family,
the litigants, and the issues presented by the
case.

8. There should be a means of differentiating among
cases so that judicial resources are conserved and
cases are diverted to non-judicial and quasi-
judicial personnel for resolution, when appropriate
and consistent with the ends of justice.

9. Trial courts must coordinate and maximize court
resources and establish linkages with community
resources.

10.The court's role in family restructuring is to
identify services and craft solutions that are
appropriate for long-term stability and that
minimize the need for subsequent court action.

11.Court services should be available to litigants at a
reasonable cost and accessible without economic
discrimination.

12.Courts should have well trained and highly
motivated judicial and non-judicial personnel.

Family Court Guiding Principles 



DISCLAIMER: 
The legal information provided in this document is for general reference and educational 

purposes only. 

Our Intention: Useful Information. 
It is the intention of The Guardian Law Firm, P.A. to provide a comprehensive resource of 

useful, accurate general information about the law and help individuals learn more about and 
strategize their own specific legal needs to make more informed decisions. 

Document Offered as Instructive Guideline. 
Although every effort has been made to ensure that the information presented is helpful, 
explanations of legal principles have been simplified to present material in an easier to 

understand format for use by the general public. Moreover, laws can vary considerably in 
different jurisdictions (from state to state and from county to county) and are subject to 

frequent changes, as well as diverse interpretations dependent upon the facts unique to a 
particular situation. 

This is a Helpful Forum. It is Not Personalized Legal Counsel. 
This document is offered as an instructive guideline and represents one source of information 
among many, and should not be construed as advice to replace the counsel of a qualified and 
licensed professional to determine specific legal rights. It is the responsibility of any person or 

entity using this document to determine the applicable information and facts, and the 
recommendation of The Guardian Law Firm, P.A. to read other material, research additional 

sources and consult with appropriate legal, financial or clinical professionals before making any 
decisions that could affect the outcome of a legal proceeding, financial obligation, treatment 

evaluation, or other important determination. 

In Conclusion. 
The Guardian Law Firm, P.A. make no representation, guarantee, or warranty (express or 

implied) as to the legal ability, competence, or quality of representation which may be 
provided by any attorney, political representative, practitioner, public agency, private service 

provider or court which are listed herein. 

The Guardian Law Firm, P.A. shall have neither liability nor responsibility to any person or 
entity with respect to any loss or damage caused or alleged to be caused, directly or 

indirectly, by the information contained in this document or for any legal representation 
provided by any person or entity listed in this document. 




